MM DEL MAR

BRAHMS—SYMPHONY No. 4 IN E MINOR Or. 98

1. 1. Bars 93/4 (7/8 after letter D): There are two versions of these bars. The original
text published in the Simrock edition of the score and parts appeared as shown

overleaf:
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For somc rcason Brahms revised this to:
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and it is this later reading that is found in the Breitkopf material and in the
miniature scores of the work. A similar revision was naturally also made in
bars 337/8.

2. 111. Bars 295/8 (14-17 after H): Here is another emendation, made by Brahms
after the publication of the Simrock material. The bassoons’ answer to the horns
is shared also by the two clarinets in all later editions?, viz:
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It is interesting to sec that this entailed the writing of a low E Flat for the clarincts—
possibly an-oversight in the last-minute practical revision, since I know of no
similar extension of the compass of the clarinet in Brahms. (It is certain however
that Mozart wrote for a clarinet with extended compass down to the low written
C.) Luckily by transposing the part on to cither an A or B Flat clarinet the note
falls well inside the register so that in actual performance the passage presents
no insoluble problem! '
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